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Dear Senator Lott:

This is in response to your letter of April ;12, 1993,t, which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Mr. Terry L. Tho\nas, rega"ing the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235 57 FR 54034 (1992).
Mr. Thomas is specifically concerned about the potential impact of our final
rules on radio remote controlled airplane hobbyists.

Model airplaneusers-blve, shared _spectrum on a secondary basis with industrial
users for over 25 years. Any analysis of this proposal shouJ.d take into
account that the low power industrial user and the radio control model
airplane hobbyists effectively share spectrum through geographic separation.
We are enclosing the Report and Order in GEN Doc~et 82-181, 47 FR 51875
(1982) I which provided the current 50 channels for radio controlled model
airplanes. Until 1982, the only airplane channels were exactly co-channel
with industrial users and, to the best of our knowledge, there has never been
a case of interference between these cla~ses of users.

Finally, Mr. Thomas states that "the proposals will enti:::ely remove two of the
frequencies allocated... " for radio control use. The Not~ce proposes no
amendments to the rules for the Radio Control Radio Service, including the
list of frequencies available for radio control use.

The Commission is seeking to work with all parties on this matter. To this
end, FCC staff has met with the two industry groups representing model
airplane users, the Academy of Model Aeronautics and the Sport Flyers
Association, to discuss their concerns and methods of expanding capacity for
private land mobile radio users without affecting radio control users.
Following the comment and reply comment periods, we will endeavour to adopt
reasonable final rules as soon as possible.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
formal record of this proceeding.

~~~~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & ~icro~ave Division
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April 12, 1993

Mr. Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 5202
Wa3hington, D. C. 20554

Dear Mr. Shiben:

/116

Please find enclosed further correspondence I have received
from my constituent, Mr. Terry L. Thomas, regarding PR Docket 92­
235. I respectfully request that Mr. Thomas's correspondence be
included in the record of the proceeding.

I would like to respond to Mr. Thomas in a personal way,
therefore, I would appreciate a reply regarding his concerns and
inquiry. You may send correspondence to me at 101 South
Lafayette Street, Starkville, Mississippi 39759.

Thank you very much for your prompt attention to this
matter. With kind regards and very best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours

~
TL:swh

Enclosure



April 5, 1993
East Main Plaza
Starkville, MS 39759

The Honorable Trent Lott
487 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Lott:

Thank you for sending me a copy of the response you received from the FCC
regarding their comments to you with respect to P.R. Docket 92-235.

Richard J. Shiben, in his letter of March 2, (Copy Attached) says "In
short, we expect there would be no adverse impact on RIC operations
be~ause of any proposal contained in the Notice."

How can Mr. Shiben make such a comment with a straight face when the
proposals will entirely remove two of the frequencies allocated fr6m the
spectrum?

I am advised that tests at Mississippi State University, conducted by
members of the staff who are model builde~s, indicate the potential exists
to render two thirds of the present frequencies now allocated totally
useless.

The FCC, as evidenced in Mr. Shiben's letter, is not being totally
truthful with you and those of us who encourage young people of our
community to participate in this drug free sport which contributes much to
growing young people.

We go to great lengths to assure the safety of operators , property, and
bystanders when we fly our model airplanes. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of frequencies is decreased, as proposed by
the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the present
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

It is important to understand that some of the model airplanes have wing
span~ up to ten feet and weigh as much as 30 pounds. These airplanes
themselves are expensive to build; but more importantly, they are capable
of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio
in:erference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often
fly our models at otganlzed events and contests where hundreds of people
participate. We need the present radio spectrum as established in order
to assure a safe flying environment.



It is not wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC
may not think that we are as important as business users of radios, but we
have thousands of dollars of investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of drug free enjoyment to
thousands of people like me and certainly contributes to advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Your are urged to help all of us to continue the safe operating enjoyment
of our pastime by NOT allowing the FCC to carry out the proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

Please help DEFEAT this rule making proposal.

Respectfully yours,

Z~.~'"7s.~..,-~



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

Hardt 2,1993
IN REPLY REFER TO:

73 30 - 7/l700A3

Honorable Trent Lott
United States Senator
101 South Lafayette Street
Starkville, Mississippi 39759

Dear Senator Lott:

This is in reply to your letter of February 10, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz~

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' conerns into account when we develop final rules,in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced tllat without
significant regu1~tory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your constituents' letters will be
included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued
in 1994.

Enclosures

Sincerely,

"~O~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief.1 Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

,,;,tr~1'1
... ".



April 5, 1993
East Main Plaza
Starkville, MS 39759

Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: PR Docket 92-235

Gentlemen:

You have advised my legislative delegation that the proposed changes in
PR Docket 92-235 will in no way affect the frequency spectrum allocated
for operation of Radio Controlled model aircraft.

This advice is INCORRECT.

You have failed to indicate that the use of two thirds of the frequencies
presently allocated for this spectrum will be rendered useless and that
two of the frequencies presently allocated will be obliterated totally.

You are requested ~o re-think this proposal and remove it from
consideration by the Commission.

I am opposed to this change which will affect thousands of young men and
women who enjoy a drug free sport and will jeopardize their investment and
hours of hard labor constructing models.

Th~ new frequencies are so close that interference will occur and render
most model frequencies unusable from a liability standpoint, if no other,
and certainly dangerous to say the least.

The changes that you propose will affect all model builders and any
representation to the contrary is SIMPLY NOT TRUE.

Very truly yours,

Terry L. Thomas


